Finders of the Lost Ark (1 Samuel 4:15-22) 
Proposition: 

I. The Representation of the God's Glory 

A. His Presence is Represented by the Ark (Exodus 25:21-22) 

B. His Preeminence is Represented by the Ark (Numbers 10:33) 

C. His Power is Represented by the Ark (Joshua 3:13, 6:4) 

D. His Plan is Represented by the Ark (Leviticus 16:14) 

II. The Robbery of God's Glory (1 Samuel 4:022) 

A. Robbed by the Stealing of the Priests (1 Samuel 2:12-17) 

B. Robbed by the Silence of the Parents (1 Samuel 3:12-14) 

C. Robbed by the Substitution of the People (1 Samuel 4:1-3,11) 

III. The Recovery of God's Glory (2 Samuel 6:12-18) 

A. The Path of Recovery (Vs. 12-13) 

B. The Praise of Recovery (Vs. 14-16) 

C. The Place of Recovery (Vs. 17-18) 
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1) ...truth be known we may wear smiles, suits and skirts but the Glory of God has 
disappeared from our lives. We may have filled pews and bulging coffers, but in many of 
our churches the Glory has departed. If this is the case in your life or in the life or you 
church, I believe that if we will trace the path of this Ark of the Covenant through the 
scriptures we will find three critical principals that clear a path for restoring the Glory of 
God. 

2) ...was a shadow, a tracing of the purity, holiness, beauty, power, justice, and mercy of 
God's character. 

3) Exodus 25:21-22 And thou shall put the mercy seat above upon the ark; and in the ark 
thou shalt put the testimony that I shall give thee. And there I will meet with thee, and I 
will commune with thee from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubims 
which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give thee in 
commandment unto the children of Israel. 

4) ...not by a golden box but by a wooden cross. By the means of the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, God, by his Spirit dwells among and within his people! 

5) Numbers 10:33 And they departed from the mount of the LORD three days' journey: 
and the ark of the covenant of the LORD went before them in the three days' journey, to 
search out a resting place for them. 

6) Rom8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 

7) ...of preeminence life's actions and avenues are not dictated by the whims of the flesh 
but by the Spirit and the Word of God! 

8) Joshua 3:13 And it shall come to pass, as soon as the soles of the feet of the priests that 
bear the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of Jordan, that 
the waters of Jordan shall be cut off from the waters that come down from above; and 
they shall stand upon an heap. Joshua 6:4 And seven priests shall bear before the ark 
seven trumpets of rams' horns: and the seventh day ye shall compass the city seven 
times, and the priests shall blow with the trumpets. 

9) ...the walls of Jericho came crashing down! That same power is manifested in the life of 
the child of God: John 1:12 But as many as... Rom. 1:16 I am not ashamed of the 
gospel. ..Colossians 1:11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power. .2 
Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the.. 

10) Leviticus 16:14 And he shall take of the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it with his 
finger upon the mercy seat eastward; and before the mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the 
blood with his finger seven times. 

11) ...the glory of God, review the sinful violations and rebellion against God's law of your 
life, heat the threatenings of eternal punishment for sin in the book of God, but in 
between, the blood of the innocent. Not a calf or goat, but of God's own son ! Glory! 


1) ...robbed by the enemies of God. The time of the judges that we 
find ourself in was a time characterized by the statement "every 
man did what was right in his own eyes. That produced a 
spiritual roller coaster that eventually flat-lined and that brings 
us to 1 Samuel. 


2) ...of the gospel better watch when we begin to believe that 
what we preach and what God says applies to everyone but us. 
When in our own vain pride we climb an ecclesiastical latter of 
success, withholding from God the glory that is due Him and not 
us. 


3) ...are a mess because we seem to be trying to win a popularity 
contest instead of being shepherds. 


4) ...our idol and not the God above our buildings, the God that 
gives our reputation and the God of our convictions then we too 
will find that the Glory hath departed. 
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1) ...the falling of our pride, the yearling of our self ability is going 
to have to die. 1 Corinthians 15:31 ...I die daily. Galatians 2:20 I 
am crucified... Romans 12:1 ...present your bodies a living 
sacrifice... 


2) ...heritage of a shouting grandma or grand pa. We what to shout 
and cry and rejoice like they did. The problem is that none of us 
wants to live the daily walk with the Lord that they did. I saw a 
sign for the UTC Mocks football team. Underneath were the 
words "restore the glory" Two vary different kinds of glory. 
Many in our churches want a football glory, where we can shout 
and cry and cheer, and then go home unchanged. But the 
genuine glory of God is found in that daily walk of sacrifice, 
placing him in the forfront. 
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